
 

The Cherry Hill Family 

You have been investigating Jimmy, Minnie, Kittie and Emma, who lived at Cherry Hill mansion in 
Albany, New York during the mid 1800s. By now you probably have ideas about how long they 
lived there, and what their lives might have been like. 

You will now examine evidence to learn about members of their families. You will find clues 
about how their family circumstances brought them to 
Cherry Hill. You will also examine census records, objects in 
a cemetery, and a family tree to learn about how the Cher-
ry Hill family was related. Like all historians, you will have 
some questions at the end of your investigation. Your ques-
tions will start future investigations!  

You will also search for your own historical evidence and 
create your own family or V.I.P. tree for future historians to 
discover. Finally, you will use your historian’s tools to solve 
the Cherry Hill Case.  
 

Happy investigating!  

Your friends at Historic Cherry Hill 

Cherry Hill, 1882. Minnie sits at the middle level. 
Kittie sits with her “Aunt Hat” & cousin Hattie at the 
top of the porch steps. Other family members and 
servants sit on steps at the bottom of the hill. 



 Glossary 

Cemetery: A place where dead people are buried, usually marked by gravestones; a graveyard. 

Circumstance: A fact or event that affects the way things are. 

Evidence Gathering Reports: A tool to organize the information from primary & secondary sources. 

Family Tree: A secondary source which shows generations of a family and how they are related to 
one another.  

Generation: A group of people all born and living at the same time. 

Gravestones: Primary objects that often tell a person’s name, birthdate, and death date. 

Head of household: Person in charge of the household.  

Historical Questions Chart: A tool to organize questions you have about each person. 

Household: The people who live together in the same home. 

Population Census Record: A primary document which shows a detailed list of the people who lived 
in a particular place, with other information about those individuals. Some United States and New 
York Censuses show different things depending on the year and how accurately (correctly) the census 
worker recorded the data. A researcher can find Federal U.S. Census records from 1790-1940 at the 
National Archives, but not last year’s census! Go to their website to learn why: www.archives.gov/
research/genealogy/census/about. You can also find information from past New York State census 
records on the U.S. Census Bureau website: www.censusrecords.com/ 

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census/about
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/census/about
https://www.censusrecords.com/


Activity 1:  Reading a Census Record 

Population census records tells us who lived in a house-
hold. The census records on the next page show age, gen-
der, race, relationship to the head of the household, coun-

ty of birth, occupation, and where they worked. 
 

Look at the 1865 New York State Census record tran-

scription at the top of the next page.

Find Minnie’s row. How old was she in 1865? What was 

her relationship to the head of the household in 1865 (row 9)? Where was she born (Row 10)? 

What do you learn about Minnie from this record? Record your evidence on Minnie’s report.

 Find Kittie’s (Catharine) row. How old was she in 1865? How was she related to the head of the 

household? Where was she born? What do you learn about Kittie from this record? Record your 

evidence on Kittie’s report.

Now look at the 1875 NYS Census at the bottom of the next page. Compare it to the 1865 census. 

What changed for Minnie? What changed for Kittie?  Record your evidence on their reports. 

5. Do you have any questions? Write them on your Historical Questions Chart. 

Left: Harriet Maria Elmendorf (“Minnie”) Knapp, 1875   

Right: Catharine Bogart (“Kittie”) Putman, 1872. 



Transcriptions of the 1865 & 1875 New York State Census Records 



 Activity 2: What Secrets Can We Find in a Cemetery? 

During the 1800s, “rural cemeteries” were built in many American 
cities. They were like parks, so people in cities could walk and rest 
in nature. Albany Rural Cemetery (left) was built in 1841. Many 
Albanians are buried there, including members of the Van Rensse-
laer family. We can learn about them—and their family— by look-
ing at their gravestones. 

1. Look at the gravestone for “Harriet MVR” on the next page.  

2. When was she born? When did she die? She never lived at Cherry Hill, but she knew the family well.  

3. She was related to one of the children who lived at Cherry Hill...who? (Hint: What is her last name?) 

4. Record your evidence on the correct Evidence Gathering Report, and any questions on the Historical 
Questions Chart. 

5. Next, search Albany Rural Cemetery’s website for gravestone information by clicking here. Type in the 
name: “James Knapp.” 

6.  What year was he born? What year did he die?  

7. Do you think he was related to any of the children who lived at Cherry Hill? (Hint: What is his last 
name?) What else do we know about him from the gravestone information? 

8. Record your evidence on the correct Evidence Gathering Reports, and any questions on the chart. 

https://albanyruralcemetery.org/
https://albanyruralcemetery.org/search-arc/


Albany Rural Cemetery, 1849 painting by James M. Hart, from the Alba-

ny Institute of History & Art collection. 

Gravestone of Harriet Maria Van Rensselaer Putman Section 56 of Albany Rural Cemetery. 



  Activity 3: Reading a Family Tree  

The Van Rensselaer family lived at Cherry Hill for 5 generations. There were 13 children in the 

second generation who lived in the house, and 12 children in the third generation there! 

Some members of the family were also adopted into the Cherry Hill household.  

1. Look at the Van Rensselaer family tree on the next page. The family was large, so their tree shows only 4 

generations who lived at Cherry Hill. It also does not show all of the 2nd and 3rd generations, and only one 

cousin. A blue outline shows Cherry Hill’s owners. Blue lines connect children to their adoptive parents.  

2. The first generation is at the bottom, the oldest part of the tree. These were the first two people to live at 

Cherry Hill. What were their names? Was anyone else in the family named after them? 

3. The 4th generation is at the top or tip of the tree. It is like the newest growth of the tree. Find Jimmy, Min-

nie, Kittie, and Emma. What new things have you learned about each of them? Record new evidence on 

each of their Evidence Gathering Reports. 

4. Look at the Knapp family tree. Jane Jackson’s relationship to Cherry Hill is a bit of a mystery. We do know 

that she worked for the family before she was married, but she also had a special relationship with them. 

What evidence do you see that shows they were close? Record your evidence.  

5. Do you have any new questions? Record your questions on the Historical Questions Chart. 



 

 

Catharine Nicholas Bogart   &     Robert Sanders Van Rensselaer 
  1784-1859              1773-1832 
 
       

Cherry Hill Family Tree, Generations 1-4 

Catherine “Kittie” Bogart Putman Harriet “Hattie” Elmendorf      Emma Catharine Bonney   Harriet Maria “Minnie” Elmendorf Knapp   Richard H. Knapp           
       1857-1948                                     1843-1921                     1860-1938                 1852-1903              dates unknown 
                          Adopted by Cornelia V.R. Thum 

William James Knapp  Jane Amelia Knapp 
 1843-1885  1845-unknown 
 Adopted by Richard V.R.   Adopted by Mary V.R. 

Arriet Van Rensselaer  & Solomon Van Rensselaer 
        1775-1840   1774-1852 

        Philip Van Rensselaer    &  Maria Sanders 
                      1747-1798  1749-1830  

 Alonzo Putman &   Harriet Maria V.R.   Peter Elmendorf & Harriet Maria Van Rensselaer  
  dates unknown  1825-1860   1814-1881  1816-1897            Catherine Van Rensselaer & Samuel Bonney      Jane Jackson  &       James Knapp 
                             1817-1891  1815-1864       1825?- 1854      1820-1875 

Birth parents 

unknown 

 

2 

 

1 

3 

4 



Tell Your Own Story! 

Now you can make your own family tree or a VIP (very important person) tree showing the people who 

matter the most in your life.  

1. Look at the template on the next page. It is the opposite of the Cherry Hill family tree: You would be in the 

space at the bottom, while older generations go above you, with the oldest at the top. You can print this 

template or draw your own.   

2. To make a family tree, interview a family member. Ask for full names and birth dates. Ask them to help you 

with other generations. Ask your parents, grandparents, great-grandparents, aunts, uncles, or other rela-

tives or friends!  

3. If you have space, add siblings to your generation (next to you), aunts and uncles next to your parents’ gen-

eration, and great-aunts and great-uncles in the same line as your grandparents’ generation.  

4. For more free templates and/or to make a family food tree, go to the National Archives Genealogy Activities 

Page. Or try PBS’s Interactive Tree or Family Echo (check with an adult at home before you sign up).  

5. Want to make a VIP tree? Think of all of the people in your life who have been important to you. They can 

be any age and from any place (friends, teachers, neighbors, relatives, etc.). Organize them by how long 

you’ve known them, by age, or any way you like. You can write their full names and birthdates, and inter-

esting fact about them (call them if you need help), or you can write what you like best about them. 

https://www.archives.gov/education/family-history#page-header
https://www.archives.gov/education/family-history#page-header
https://www.pbs.org/americanfamily/tree/
https://www.familyecho.com/#edit:START




Congratulations! It is Time to Close this Cherry Hill Case. 

Based on the primary and secondary sources you have examined, what have you learned 
about Jimmy, Minnie, Kittie, and Emma? 

1.Look at your Evidence Gathering Report for Jimmy. Read the last piece of evidence you have 
uncovered. Now continue to go backwards, and evaluate each piece of evidence you record-
ed. You might need to correct some of the first pieces of evidence you recorded. Do that now. 

2.Next, look at your Evidence Gathering Reports for Minnie, then Kittie, and finally Emma, 
and make any corrections to the information you recorded on each one. 

3.Were there any surprises? Highlight or star the most interesting evidence for each person. 

4.Look at the Historical Questions Chart. Go through each question, and answer as many as 
you can. Write any unrecorded evidence on the Evidence Gathering Reports.  

5.Do you have any unanswered questions? Historical investigations never truly end. There is 
always more evidence to find, and different points of view to learn.   Highlight or draw a star 
next to your unanswered questions. This will be the start of your next investigation!  

6.Visit Historic Cherry Hill to learn more! See the next page for a free pass to the museum. Call 
us to make sure we are open first. Let us know that you completed the Cherry Hill Case!  



www.historiccherryhill.org/programs 

http://www.historiccherryhill.org/programs
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Historic+Cherry+Hill/@42.6352729,-73.7663306,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89de0a0e4d334409:0x40a0d41f88d51958!8m2!3d42.6352729!4d-73.7641419
http://www.historiccherryhill.org/programs
https://www.instagram.com/historiccherryhill/
https://www.facebook.com/historiccherryhill/

